AP English Language

“Rhetoric is the art of ruling the minds of men.”—Plato

Course Overview*
An AP course in English Language and Composition engages students in becoming skilled readers of prose written in a variety of periods, disciplines, and rhetorical contexts, and in becoming skilled writers who compose for a variety of purposes. Both their writing and their reading should make students aware of the interactions among a writer’s purposes, audience expectations, and subjects as well as the way generic conventions and the resources of language contribute to effectiveness in writing.

Course Goals*
Students write in both informal and formal contexts to gain authority and learn to take risks in writing. Imitation exercises, journal keeping, collaborative writing, and in-class responses are all good ways of helping students become increasingly aware of themselves as writers and of the techniques employed by the writers they read. As well as engaging in varied writing tasks, students become acquainted with a wide variety of prose styles from many disciplines and historical periods and gain understanding of the connections

between writing and interpretive skill in reading.  Concurrently, to reflect the increasing importance of graphics and visual images in texts published in print and electronic media, students are asked to analyze how such images both relate to written texts and serve as alternative forms of text themselves.
In addition, the informed use of research materials and the ability to synthesize varied sources (to evaluate, use, and cite sources) are integral parts of the AP English Language and Composition course. Students move past assignments that allow for the uncritical citation of sources and, instead, take up projects that call on them to evaluate the legitimacy and purpose of sources used. One way to help students synthesize and evaluate their sources in this way is the researched argument paper.

Researched argument papers help students to formulate varied, informed arguments. Unlike the traditional research paper, in which works are often summarized but not evaluated or used to support the writer’s own ideas, the researched argument paper asks students to consider each source as a text that was itself written for a particular audience and purpose. Researched argument papers remind students that they must sort through disparate interpretations to analyze, reflect upon, and write about a topic. When students are asked to bring the experience and opinions of others into their essays in this way, they enter into conversations with other writers and thinkers. The results of such conversations are essays that use citations for substance rather than show, for dialogue rather than diatribe. 

The AP English Language student will use:
• a wide-ranging vocabulary used appropriately and effectively;

• a variety of sentence structures;

• logical organization, enhanced by specific techniques to increase coherence;

• a balance of generalization and specific illustrative detail; and

• an effective use of rhetoric, including controlling tone, establishing and

  maintaining voice, and achieving appropriate emphasis through diction and

  sentence structure.
*(taken from the College Board’s Advanced Placement Course Description: English Language)

Texts  
Patterns for College Writing
Sadlier Vocabulary (Level F)
The Little, Brown Handbook

Sin and Syntax 

American Earth

Audubon:  Writing and Drawings

Parallel Readings

Various essays


Various news articles in news magazines

National Public Radio


The New York Times (classroom digital version)
Schedule

Students will be given a two-week plan and/or monthly plan, which will detail class plans and homework.  The plan will either be given in a printed form or posted on Ms. Bryan’s AP Language web site.  Changes in the schedule will be posted on the board in the classroom and/or the web site.  Students are encouraged to transfer the information to your agenda so you can plan in a comprehensive way for all of your classes.

Student Needs

In order to meet the learning needs of all students...

    ●The curriculum and instructional strategies for this course are differentiated in 
       content, process and product.

    ●Not all students or classes will necessarily being doing the same thing at the same 
       time.

    ●Assignments may vary from student to student or class to class to ensure that 

       students have the opportunity to explore, create, maximize their potential, and apply 
       themselves.
Attendance

Attendance in class is vital.  Discussions and writing opportunities in class cannot be replicated for those who are absent.  Students who cut class will receive a zero on the day’s work and will be referred to an administrator.

Make Up Work

All make-up work must be completed according to the policy in the student handbook.  You are responsible for finding out what was missed during an absence.  

Late Work

Late projects and essays will receive credit as follows:

1 day late – 10% off

2 days late – 20% off

More than two days late – an additional 10% off per day.
NOTE:  Late homework will not be accepted and consequently will earn a 0.
Tardy Policy
Tardies will be handled as outlined in the student handbook.  Please be in your seat when the tardy bell rings.  If you do come in tardy, you must sign the tardy sheet by the door before you take your seat.  

Class Rules
● No food or drink is allowed in the classroom except water in a covered      

   container.

● Do not talk when anyone else is talking.
● Come prepared to participate in class.
Grades

Tests will count 25%.
Essays will count 40%.
Quizzes will count 15%.
Homework will count 10%.

Your fall semester final comprehensive test will count 10%.

Academic Integrity

Students are expected to do their own work.  Cheating is defined as, but is not limited to, the following acts:

● Copying anyone’s answers to questions, exercises, study guides, class work, or   

                homework assignments.

● Taking any information verbatim from any source, including the Internet, 

               without giving proper credit to the author, or rearranging the words and/or 

               changing some words as written by the author and claiming the work as his/her   

               own (plagiarism).

● Looking on another student’s paper during a test or quiz.

● Having available any study notes or other test aids during a test or quiz without 

   the teacher’s permission.

● Collaborating on assignments when independent work is expected.

A student who is involved in cheating will receive a grade of zero on the material, an unsatisfactory in conduct, and the parents will be notified.

Grade Concerns
All questions, concerns, and complaints about grades or class procedures must be submitted in an e-mail to Ms. Bryan.  You will receive a response the next day, and then you may schedule an appointment with me if you need further explanation or discussion.  

AP English Language Exam

Walton requires that you take the AP English Language exam that is offered by College Board in May.  If you do not take the AP English Language exam, you will receive honors credit, not AP credit.

Contact Information


Kelly Bryan

770-578-3225 (ext. 413)


kellyrb@comcast.net

Kelly.Bryan@cobbk12.org

Office Hours:   Mondays, 3:30-4 p.m.; Fridays, 7:15 to 8:00 a.m.; WEBs;  

            or by appointment.

Honor Code

The Walton High School English Department believes that students should uphold the high ethical standards that are expected in all classes.  Your signature represents your agreement to abide by these standards.  Please read the following carefully before you and your parent sign on the appropriate lines.
I will not submit another student’s work as my own for either practice or performance standards.

I will not pass or share information about tests and quizzes.

I will not cheat in any way during tests and quizzes.

I will not engage in the unauthorized sharing of work.

I will not plagiarize.
(Please detach and return to Ms. Bryan with Student information sheet)
I have read and I understand the attached rules and expectations.  I agree to uphold the Walton English Department Honor Code.

Student’s Name (please print)____________________________Class Period_______

Student’s Signature_______________________________________Date___________

Parent’s Signature________________________________________Date___________

