AP English Language (10th)

SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT:   DIALOGUE JOURNAL 
A good reader summarizes what s/he has read, asks questions of the text, supports what s/he thinks about the text by citing passages from the text, and links what the reader has read to personal experiences and other things the reader has read.  A Dialogue Journal helps facilitate this conversation/interaction with the text.  
1. Setting up the Dialogue Journal is simple.  Divide a page in your journal in two columns, labeled as follows:  on the left What the book says and on the right What I say.  You are required to keep a journal on your reading of Anthill.  This journal will be collected on the first day of school.
2. At least two times within each chapter of Anthill, record something from the book that interests you or that puzzles you.  This may be something someone says, a conversation between two people, a sentence, a paragraph, a startling image or even the language the author uses to express an idea.  Copy the passage on the left hand side of the journal exactly as it is written.  You may cite the first few words and then use an ellipsis(...)and then cite the last few words if the passage is long.  Remember to write the page number next to the passage.  

3. Use the right side of the page to respond to your passage by asking questions, making comments, making predictions, etc. (some suggestions for responding are outlined below).  This will reflect your initial feelings about the passage.  Then, write a more analytical response to your initial impression/response/question.  To do this, closely examine the textual passage and briefly discuss it in depth.  (See excerpt of Dialogue Journal that a student wrote in response to John Howard Griffin’s Black Like Me below.)  
 Requirements: 
· Do this assignment by yourself.  This is not a group effort with friends.
· Number each entry so you can keep count of your progress. 

· Write the chapter number at the top of each page.
· Record a minimum of two passages from each chapter and respond to each of them. 

· Respond with clear and complete sentences.  

· Make sure that you vary your initial responses (use questions, state opinions, and make predictions).
· Include the page number at the end of your citation in MLA style as shown in the example on the next page.
Chapter One 

	What the Book Says


	What I Say

	“It was unlike anything I had imagined.  I became two men...I had tampered with the mystery of existence and I had lost the sense of my own being” (16).
	This is Griffin’s first experience as a black man.  The change for him seemed traumatic but he knew he had to adjust to it.  It must have been frightening because it was like losing all his securities and self-confidence because he did not really know who he was.  It was an identity he could not recognize.

	“Here hips drew the eye and flirted  with the eye ...It was better to look at hips than the ghetto” (22).
	I like the use of repetitive words.  Also it describes one of Griffin’s opinions about the ghetto and how he’s trying to adjust.  Trying to be one of them.  He’s scoping this out and figuring out his place in it.


Dialogue Journal Guidelines 
· First thoughts.  Take some time to write down anything that comes to you in relation to the text- your initial reactions or responses.  If it bores you, write that down.  If you are intrigued by certain statements, if you’re attracted to characters or issues or problems, write that down. 

· Make connections with your own experience.  What does the reading make you think of?  Does it remind you of anyone or anything?  Make connections with other texts or concepts or events.  Do you see any similarities between this material and other books you’ve re movies that you have seen? songs, artistic works, poems, etc.? 

· Ask yourself about the text:  What perplexes you about some passage or some point the writer is making?  Try beginning, “I wonder why...” or “I’m having trouble understanding how...” or “I was surprised when...” 
Try agreeing with the author.  Think of all the things you can say to support his ideas.  Or try arguing with the writer.  On what points, or about what issues, do you agree?  Speak to the author.  Ask questions, and have the writer answer back.  See what happens when you imagine yourself in his shoes. 

· Write down words, images, phrases, details that strike you.  Speculate about them.  Why are they there?  What do they add?  Why do you notice them? 

· Identify the author’s point of view, his or her attitude toward what he or she is saying.  Ask yourself how this perspective or attitude shapes the way the writer presents the material, develops the thesis or main idea.  How do you think the author feels about the ideas he or she is presenting? 

GRADING RUBRIC FOR YOUR COMPLETED JOURNAL

for Anthill by E.O. Wilson
	EXCEPTIONAL

	ACCEPTABLE
	UNACCEPTABLE

	There are more than 82 rich entries for the assigned book (spaced throughout the book).
	There are at least 76 entries of substance spaced throughout the book.       
	Number of entries is insufficient (below 76) and/or most are located within one part of the text.  The entries are not substantial in content.

	Entries reflect a variety of responses according to the examples outlined in the summer reading instructions.  There is a depth of thought that is evident and consistent.
	Most entries are well-crafted; however, too many ask the same type of questions or make the same type of comment. Most of the entries offer a depth of thought.
	Quality of entries is sporadic.  There is not an appropriate depth of thought.

	Journal is well-organized; it is well-divided into two columns, always chapters are identified at top of journal, MLA citation format is used to reflect the page(s) of the text, passages are quoted accurately, ellipsis are used properly.
	Most of the journal is well-organized. Most of the chapters are properly identified and most of the pages are properly cited.  There are lapses that do not greatly undermine the effort of the student.
	The journal appears to have been put together at the last minute because the requirements have not been followed consistently.  There are lapses that greatly undermine the effort of the student.

	Responses are reflective, thoughtful and crafted in complete sentences.   
	Most responses are reflective and thoughtful.  Most responses are in complete sentences.
	The majority of the responses do not reflect thoughtful consideration.  Most of the responses are not in clear, meaningful sentences.

	Quality of responses reflects true insight on the part of the reader.
	Quality of responses generally reflects insight on the part of the reader.
	Quality of reflection is uninspired.

	A variety of sentences are used to reflect a careful consideration of writing.
	Many of the sentences show variety and are used to reflect consideration of writing.
	Sentences are short, fragmented.


If you have any questions during the summer, please contact Ms. Bryan at kellyrb@comcast.net. 

Original Journal Expectations Prepared by Rob Riordon

